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Interstitial fibrosis is common in patients with advanced heart failure, including those with dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM). Echocardiography and right heart catheterization were utilized to assess left ventricular (LV) function and cardiac tissue was obtained to study myocardial structure and the gene and protein expression of several proteins that affect cellular function and fibrosis. LV systolic and diastolic function were significantly related to the mRNA and protein levels of SERCA 2a and PLB as well as mRNA levels of TTN N2B and N2BA. On the other hand, weak to no associations were present between myocardial function and interstitial fibrosis and its molecular determinants. LV systolic and diastolic functions in DCM are primarily associated with myocardial force generation/relaxation elements. 

